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Abstract: The USACE is evaluating proposals to continue limestone mining and related
activities in an area of Miami-Dade County known as the Lake Belt. The USACE has identified
and assessed seven alternatives related to continued mining in the Lake Belt area: (1) No
Action, (2) Existing Permitted Mining, (3) Applicants’ Preferred Alternative, (4) Full Mine-Out
Under the Lake Belt Plan, (5) Exclusion of Mining or Related Activities in the Western Half of the
Florida Power and Light Company Transmission Corridor, (6) Exclusion of Mining or Related
Activities Beyond Existing Permits Along the Eastern Border of the Everglades National Park
Adjacent to the Lake Belt, and (7) Exclusion of Mining or Related Activities Along the Eastern
Border of the Everglades National Park and in the Western Half of the Florida Power and Light
Company Transmission Corridor. Under the No Action Alternative, mining in the Lake Belt area
would shut down as soon as the USACE issued a decision revoking existing permits. Under the
other alternatives, mining would be allowed to continue in the Lake Belt area in varying degrees
over the next 5 to 30 years. The affected environment is primarily the area immediately
surrounding the Lake Belt area in northern Miami-Dade County. Analyses indicate that the
environmental impacts are closely tied to the number of acres proposed to be mined, with
alternatives proposing the largest amount of mining having the largest environmental impacts
for most of the areas of concern. The primary discriminators are: natural cover types and
wetlands, habitat units, potential impacts to endangered wood storks, hydrology, water quality,
and socioeconomics. A mitigation plan has been evaluated that could offset many of the
potential environmental impacts.

Public Comments: In preparation of this Draft Lake Belt SEIS, the USACE considered
comments received from the public during the scoping period (October 4 to
November 17, 2006). Locations and times of public hearings on this document will be
announced in the Federal Register in August 2007. Comments on this Draft Lake Belt SEIS will
be accepted at the address listed above for a period of 60 days following its issuance and will
be considered for preparation of the Final Lake Belt SEIS.
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