DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

PUBLIC NOTICE

Fermit Application No. SAJ-2007-535(IP-LAO)

e

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This distzri
applications for Department of the Army (DA) permits pursuant to
Section 404 of the Cie an Water Act (33 U.5.C. §1344). Cne of
these applications is for a new limerock mine and the others are
for an expansion of limercck mining at existing mining locations
within the Lake Region in north-west Miami Dade County as
described below. The project locations and accompanying
drawings encompass a mix of a) lands previously mined, b}
yrev¢ously authorized, but not yet mined, c¢) expanded or new
mining areas. Due to the proximity of the individual companies’
ctivities to esach cther, the evaluation of each individual

q is interrelated to other requests. The U.S. Army Corps

¥ Engineers (Corps) is issuing separate public notices to
facilitate the public’s ability to review the specific
characteristics for each propeosed project. However, the Corps
evaluation of the proijects will reguire a comprehensive
treatment of the factors considered by the Corps in its
evaluation. As such, where appropriate, comments submitted under
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any single public notice that are not site specific to a single
mine will be applied to all of the preposed Lake Belt mine
expansions.
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a2 plaintiff proposed 60-day setback line for mining
1 the vicinity of Miami-Dade County’s Northwest Wellfield,
which is located within Lake Belt, until completion of the SEIS
s such, the Court’s Order has affected mining within this
expanded setback zcone. The Corps has prepared, released, and
chtained comments on a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (8SEIS) dated August 2007. The Final SEIS 1s still
under review and is expected toe be released May 2008.
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District of Florida) with a Federal District Court
being delivered in March 2006. That decision found
the Plaintiffs. The Corps committed to conducting
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEISZ)
rining, as well as reinitiation of consultation on
tisted wood stork. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided
a Biological Opinion for the wood stork for the 2002 permits in
August 2006. Cn July 13, 2007, the Court’s Order Supplementing
ne Court’s Crder of March 22, 2006, was issued. This order
bstitute
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APPLICANT: Miami-Dade County Aviatlion Department
Pedro Hernandez, P.E.
Manager, Civil & Environmental Engineering
P0 Box (25504
Miami, FL 33102-5504
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WATERWAY & LOCATION: The geographic boundary of the M
Ccuﬂt; Lake Belt Area 1s definsd by Florida Statute 37
consists of everglades type wetlands immediately east
Co nservation 3B and the Everglades National Park and w
Urban Development Boundary in northwest Miami-Dade Cou
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The propcsed project is specifically located in waters of the
Onited States between NW 132% Avenue to the east, NW 142" Avenue
to the west, the Dade/Broward County line to the north and 186t
Street to the scuth (Section 2-3, Township 532 South, Range 32
Easti, within the Lake Belt region in Miami-~Dade County,
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PRCPOSED WORE: The applicant proposes to £ill and excavate
approximately 410 acres of wetlands for limerock mining within
the Lake Belt reglon. Upon completion of the mining activities,
there will be a total conversion of the physical substrate
within the mining footprint from wetland to dsep lakes with 100-
foot litteoral shelves along the perimeter. In addition to
creation of the mining lakes themselves, stagling areas, work-
pads and haul roads, must be created. Work-pads and haul roads
are limerocck material placec on the muck cr they are sxposed
limerock. Rock mining is a multi-phase process; at the beginning
of mining, the vegetation is removed and the muck is stockpiled

on othsr areas of nmuck. The rock is then fractured for
excavation down to a depth of approximately 80 feel by blasting.
The rock is removed by dragliines, which temporarily windrow the
rock on work-pads. The 100-foot wide limerock shelves along the
lake perimeter are converted to littoral shelves after the
mining is complete. To improve the viabiiity of the littora
shelf and wetland habitat, muck is placed back on the limercck
shelf and the area is allewed to naturally recrult native
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EXISTING CONDITICNS: The Lake Belt Regicn itself can be divided
into the Pennsuco Wetlands on the west between the L~30 Canal
and the Dade-Broward Levee and the area where mining occurs
which lies betwsen the Dade~Broward Levee and the Urban
Development bo¢“@arv. The Lake Belt Regicn is bounded on the
east and soutn ,% residential velopment and is bounded on all
sides by canals which separ om the Bverglades., Based on
the habitat Sur"éy af the a ompleted as part of the Final
Programmatic EI5 issued in d vaiidated in th ret S
releasea SEIS, the Lake Bel varies in habit:

from wet prairie to dense m
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The Corps has determined the p:
wood stork (Mycteria America
designated critical habitat.
of formal consultation wit i
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Spe
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ESSENTIAL FISH HABRITAT (EFH): This notice initiates
onsuitatiaﬁ with the National Marine Fisheries Service on EFH
as reguired by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act 1396. The proposal would impact approximately
410 acres of melaleuca 1nvﬁﬁ@d palustrine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by various life stages of penaeld shrimp
complex. Our initial determination is that the proposed acticn
would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally
managed fisheries in the South Atlantic Regicon. Our final
determination relative to project impacts and the need for
mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination
with the Naticonal Marine Fisheries Service,
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ON CULTURAL RESCURCES: Fresently unknown archeoclogical,

i fic, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost or
ved by the work to be accomplished. Based on information
ed by the applicant to date, the Corps is unaware of any
known archecleogical, scientific, prehistorical, or histerical
data that have been identified within the project area. Because
the project as proposed may have the potential to adversely
affect unknown sites, the Corps will coordinate the v
action with Federally Recognized Tribes, the 3State Hist
Preservation Cffice, and the Adviscory Council on Histori
Freservation by separate letlter.
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MITIGATICN: In 1999, the Florida Legisiature
mitigation fee on ea of ck znd s
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Department of Revenue and deposited to a trust fund at the So
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD). An interagency
committee, referred to as the Lake Belt Mitigation Commirtee
(Committee), must approve expenditures from the trust fund.
Additional information on the Mi =D County Lake Belt Plia
Implementation Committee, inc coples of the Plan, Annua
Progress Reports and Technica p is available at the w
zite ] fwmd.gov/org o kebelt/index. heml,
NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on informatio
furnished by the applicant. This information has not baen

verified. The jurisdicticnal
Corps personnel.
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AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES:
may be required from the Florida Department
Protecticn.

COMMENTS ¢
Indian Tribes, Federal,
and other interested parties
the meﬁﬁﬁb of this proposed
the Corp 11 be considered by the
tc issue, ilfy, condition or deny
the applic should be stbmitted
Engineer at above address within
this notic
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The Corps 1s soliciting comments from the public,
and local

agencies and of

r £o consider and evaluat

Corps to determine whethe
a permit. Comments regardi
in writing to the District

30 days from the date of
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