DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLYTO
ATTENTION OF

Palm Beach Gardens
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Reposted 02/06/08 for correction

to project area.
Permit Application No. SAJ-2000-2373(1P-LAU)
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received several
applications for Department of the Army (DA} permits pursua
Secticn 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S5.C. §1344). One of
these applications is for a new limerock mine and the others are
for an expansion of limerock mining at existing mining lccaticns
within the Lake Reglon in north-west Miami Dade County as
described below. The project locations and accompanying
drawings encompass a mix of a) lands previocusly mined, b}
creviocusly authorized, but not vet mined, ¢} expanded or new
mining areas. Due to the proximity of the individual companies’
activities to each other, the evaluation of each individual
reguast is LM_@:related Lo other regquests. The U.3. Army Corps

' ! re) 1is issuing separate public noticss to
facilitate ﬁhe pablic’s abllity to review the specific
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characteristics for each proposed project. However, the Corps
evaluation of the projects will require a comprehensive
treatment of the factcrs considered by the Corps in its
evaluaticn. As such, where appropriate, comments subnitted under
any single public notice that are not site specific to a single
mine will be applied fo zil of the proposed Lake Belt mine
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amount originally proposed in the overall S50-year Lake Belt
©lan. Those permits were challenged in Federal Court (Case No.
53-23427-C1V-HCEVELER, United States District Ccurt Southern
District of Florida) with a Federal District Court declision
being delivered in March 2006. That decision found in faveor of
the Plaintiffs. The Corps committed to conducting a
Supglemenﬁal Frvironmental Impact Statement (SEIS) on the
mining, as well as reinitiation of consultation on the federally
tisted wood stork., The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service prev1a@a
a Bioleogical up1m$op for the wood stork for the 2002 permits in
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August 2006. On July 13, 2007, the Court’s Order Supplementing
rhe Court’s Order of March 22, 2006, was issued. This order
substituted a plaintiff proposed 60-day setback line for mining
within the vicinity of Miami-Dade County’s Northwest Wellfleld,
which is located within Lake Belt, until uOMpl@t;Oﬂ of the SEIS.
As such, the Court’s Order has affected mining within this
expanded setback zone. The Corps has prepared, released, and
obtained comments on a Draft Supplemental Envircnmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) dated August 2007. The Final SEIS is stiil
under review and is expected to be released May 2008.

APPLICANT: Rinker Materials of Florida, Inc.
/o ClLiff Kirkmyer, Vice President
1051 Relvedsre Road
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The gecgraphic boundary of the Miami-Dade
County Lake Béit Area is defined by Florida Statute 373.4249 and
cﬂ

consists of everglades type wetlands immediately east of Water
Conservation 3B and the Everglades National Park and west of the
irban Develcopment Boundary in northwest Miami-Dade County. This
application includes two separate gquarries for Rinker Mater ials.
The FEC Quarry is in the Northern portion of Lake Belt and the
8CL Quarry is in the southern half of Lake Belt and the.




SCL Quarzy:

The proposed project modification 1s specifically in
waters of the United States between what would be street
on the North, NW 6% Street on the south, Nw 137 on the
east and the Dade Broward Leves on the west (Sectior t, 33-34,
Township 53 South, Range 39 East), within the Lake Belt region
in Miami~Dade Ccunty, Florida,

Directions to the site are as follows: Exit Florida’'s Turnpike
(Ronald Reagan Turnpike) at the NW 12°F Street exit. Turn right
at NW 12" Street. Continue to the intersection of NWI2th Street
and NW 137" Avenue. The mining is to the west of this point,

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE:

FEC Quarry: Latitude 25.206° North

Longitude B0.440° West
SCL Quarry: Latitude 25.788° North

Longitude 80.446° West
PORPOSE:  To operate limercck mines.
PROPOSED WORK: The applicant propeses to medify an existing
permit for ining w in the Lake Belt region. The
current permit authorizes weima?@ £111 and limerock excavation
in freshwater wetlands, a portion of which has already been
either mined or filled/disturbed in preparation of mining; 590
acres remains under the existing permits for the FEC Quarry, 250
acres remains under the existing permits for the SCL Cuarry.
The proposed modificetion would expand the mining to an
additional 1280 acres in the FEC Quarry and 820 acres in the SCL
uarry. Upon completion of the mining activities, there will be
a total conversion of the bstra Wit < i
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The 10G-foot wide cck shelves zlong the lake perimeter are
converted to littoral shelves after the mining is complete. To
improve the viability of the littoral shelf and wetland rabitat,
muck is placed back on the limercock shelf and the area is
allowed to naturally recruit native species.

RXISTING CONDITICNS: The Lake Belt Region itself can be divided

l

into the Pannsuco Wetlands on the west petween the L-30 Cana
and the Dade-Broward Levee and the area where mining occurs
which lies between the Dade-Broward Levee and the Urban
Development Boundary. The Lake Belt Region is bounded on the

st and south by residential development and is bounded on all
ides by canals which separate it from the Everglades. Based on
the habitat survey of the area completed as part of the Final
Programmatic EIS issued in 2000 and validated in the prev viousiy
released SEIS, the Lake Belt region varies in habitat guality
from wet prairie to dense melaleuca.
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TEC Quarry: The habitat within the 1280 acres specifically
@rcposed for the mine expansion under this applicaticn consists
ricultural lands, prairie with 10-50% melalueca, prairie
with 50-75% maelaiueca, disturbed prairie, dense melaleuca
saplings, and dense mature melaleuca with 75% or greater
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SCL Quarry: The habitat within the 520 acres specificailly
proposed for the mine expansion under this application is a
migture of dense mature melalueca, prairie, pralrie with 10-50%
melalueca, prairie with 50-7%% melalueca, and disturbed land.
ENDANGERED SPECIES: Corps has determined the propesed
project may affect, bul is not iik&ij to adversely affect the
threatened eastern indlgo snake (Drym&rchon corais) which does
not have any designated critical habitat. The Corps will
request Fisn and Wildlife's concurrence with this det rmination
cursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate
latrter,
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as Magnuson~Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Mana: 1996, The propos&l would impact approximately
2200 acres of melaleuca invaded palustrine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by various life stages of penaeid shrimp
complex. Ouz initiazl determination is that the proposed action
would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally
maaaged fisheries in the 3Scuth Atlantic Region. Cur final
determinal ralative to project impacts a nesed for

mitigation measures is subiect to review by
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

IMPACT ON gUL&LPAJ FESOURCES: Presently unknown archecleoglical,

scientific, prehistorical, or histcrical date may be lost or

destroyed by the work to be accomplished. Based on the 2007
of

Florida Master Site File data from the Flerida Division
Historical Resources, there are no sites that have been
identified within the FEC Quarry expansion area and there 1is one
site DAZ114 exists within the previcusly permitied area and none
exist within the proposed expansion area oI the SCL Quarry.
There are no known Sites within the project area that are 1ist
on the national Register of Historic Places. Because the project
as proposed may have the potential to adverselv affect known and
unknown sites, the Corps will coordinate the proposed action
with Federally Reccgnized Tribes, Tthe State ElSLOEiC&i
Preservation Cffice, and the Advisory Council on Historic
Praservation by separate letter.

Mxiuwﬁ$ICF In 1999, the Florida Legislature established a
on each ton of limerock and sand scold from the
ake Belt Area. The purpcse of this fee i3 o
i icn of wetland resources lost to mining
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the web

e issu ased cormation
%Sned by the appiicant. This information has not been
ied. The jurisdictional line has not been verified by

g perscnnel.

AUTHORIZATION FROM COTHER AGENCIEZ: Water Cuality Certification
may be reguired from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection.

COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public,
Iindian Tribes, Federal, State, and local agencies and cofficials
and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate

the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments submitted to
the Corps will be considered by the Corps toe determine whether
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit. Comments regarding
the application should be submitted in writing to the District
Engineer at the above address within 30 davs from the date of
this notice.

If you have any guestions concerning this application, vyou may
contact Leah A, COberlin at the letterhead address, by electronic
maill at Lean.A.Cheriintusa srmv.mil, by fax at 261-626-6971,
or by telephone at 561-472

ADDITTIONAL INFORMATIOCN: Th
in the 3EIZ, Final SEIS, com
on this public notice in the
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