DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Falm Beach Cardens

Regulatory Cfifice

PUBLIC NOTICE

0-2367 (IP-LAG)

o

Permit Application No. SAJ-20

TO WHOM IT HMAY CCNCERN: “This district has received several
applications for Department of the Army (DA} permits pursuant to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 17.8.0C. 51344} . Cne of
these applicaticns is for a new limerock mine and the cthers are
for an expansion of limerock mining at existing mining locations
within the Lake Region in north-west Miami Dade County as

1 &
described below. The project locations and aoconpanying
encompass a mix of a) lands previously mined, b)
vy autherized, but not vet mined, ¢) expanded or new
2as. Due to the proximity of the individual companies’
s Lo each other, the evaluation of each individual
8
e
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activitie

regquest is interrelated to other reguests. The U.3. Army Corps
of Engineers {(Corps) is issuing separate public notices to
faciliitate the public’s ability to review the specific
characteristics for each proposed project. However, the Corps
evaluation of the projects will require a comprehensive
treatment of the factors considered by the Corps in its

evaiuation. As such, where appropriate, comments submitted under
any single public notice that are not site specific to a single
mine wiil be applied to all of the proposed Lake Belt mine
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Florida Rock Industrie
c/c Theompson 3. Bakern,
P00 Box 4667
Jacksonvilie,

ApPPLICANT:

Florida

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The geographic
County Lake Belt Area is defined by
consists of everglades type wetlands

Conservation 3B and the Everglades HNa
Urban Development Boundary in northwe
The proposed project modification is
waters of the United States between N
west of the Florida Turnpike (Section
Township, 53 South, Range 38 East), wi
in Miami-Dade County, Florida.
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ecisicon found in favor of
to conducting a

temaent (SRIS} on the
nsultaticn on the federally
Wildiife Service provided
rk for the 2002 permiis in
ourt’s Crder Supplementing
was issued. This order

0-day setback line for mining
de County’s Northwest

Wellfield,
ril completion of the SEIS.
ed mining within this

prepared, released, andc
ental Environmental Impact
he Final SEIS ig stiil

leased May 2008.

s, Inc
11, Vice President

32201-4667

boundary of the Miami-Dade
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in freshwater wetlands, a portion of which has already been
either mined or filled/disturbed in preparation of mining;: 6020
acres remainsg under the existing permits. The proposed
modification would expand the mining to an additional 530 acres.
Upcn completion of the mining activities, there will be a total
conversion of the physical substrate within the mining fcotprint
from wetland to deep lakes with 100-fooct littoral shelves along
the perimeter. In addition te creation of the mining lakes
thamselves, staging areas, work-pads and haul roads, must be
created. Work-pads and haul roads are limercck material placed

on the muck or they are exposed limercck. Rock mining is a
multi-phase process; at the beginning of mining, the vegetatiocn
is remcoved and the muck 1s stockpiled on cother areas of muck.
The rock is then fractrured for excavation down to a depth of
approximately 80 feet by blasting. The rock is removed by
draglines, which temporarily windrow the rock on work-pads. The
100-foot wide limercck shelves along the lake perimeter are
converted to littoral shelwves affter the mining is complete. To
improve the viability of the littoral sheif and wetland habitat,
muck is placed back on the limerock shelf and the area is
zllowed to naturally recruit native species.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Laks Belt Reglon itself can b
inte the FPennsucoe Wetlands on the west between the L

and the Dade-Broward Levee and the area wﬁere mining cc
which lies between the Dade-Broward Levee and the Ur
Development Boundary. The Lake Belt Region is bounded on

east and south by residential development and is bou
sides by vanals which separate it from the Everglades
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The Corps has determined the propoesal may affect the endangered
wood stork {(Mycteria Americana}, which does not have any
designated critical habitat. il r ind

of formal consulfation with

pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate
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etier,.

EFH:: This notice initistes

i ticonal Marine Fisheries Service on EFH
as reguired by son—-Stevens Fishery Ceonservation and
Management Act 1%%6. The proposal would impact approeximately
590 acres of melaleuca invaded palusirine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by wvarious life stages of penaeid shrimp
complex. OCur initial determination is that the proposed action
would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally
managed fisheries in the Scuth Atlantic Regleon. OCur final
determination relative to project impacits and the need for
mitigation measures is sublject teo review by and ccordination
with the Natlonal Marine Fisheries Service,

consultat

ot et

IMPACT CN CULTURAL RESCURCES: Presently unknown archeciogical,
scientific, prehistorical, or historical date may be lost or
destroved by the work Lo be accomplished. Based on the 2007
Florida Master 3Jite File data from the Florida Division of
Historical Rescurces, there is one site, DASIZY, which is within

the previously permitted area. Because the project as proposed
may nave the potential to adversely affect any unknown sites,
the Corps will coordinate the propesed action with Federally
Racognized Tribes, the State Historical Preservation Cffice, and
the Adviscryv Council on Historic Preservation by zeparate
ietter.
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