DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF P
¥ S e
Palm Beach Gardens
Regulatory Gffice
Permit Application No. SAJ-20C0-2366(Ip-LAC!
ecelved several

T ”HOW IT MAY CCNCERN: This district has receil
appiications for Department of the Army (DA} permits pursuani to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344;. One of
these applications is for a new limerock mine and the obhers are
for an expansion cf limercck mining at existing mining locations
within the Lake Region in north-west Miami Dade County as
described below. The project locations and accompanvying
drawings encompass a mix of a; lands previously mined, b)
previcusly authorized, but not yet mined, ¢) expanded or new
mining areas. Due to the proximity cf the individual companies’
activities to each other, the evaluation of each individual
request i1s interrelated to cther reguests. The U.3. Army Corps
cf Engineers {Corps} is issuing separate public notices to
Tacilitate the public’s abllity to review the specific
haracteristics for each pruncsed project. However, the Corps
ation of tqe uroﬂects will reguire a comprehensive
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District of Florida) with a Fedesral District Court deglsion
being delivered in March 2006. That decision found in favor of
the Plaintiffs. The Corps committed to conducting a
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) on the
mining, as well as reinitiation of consultation on the federally
ted stark. The U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service provided
O icn for the wood stork for the 2002 permits in
uly 13, 2007, the Court’s Crder Supplementing
of March 22, 2006, was isgued. This order
bs intiff proeposad &0-day setback line for mining
within the vicinity of Miami-Dade County’s Nortrv@st Wellfield,
which is located within Lake Belt, until completion of the SEIS.
As such, the Court’s Order has affected mining within this
expanded setback zone. The Corps has prepared, reieased, and

cbtained comments on a Draft Supplemental Envirconmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) dated August 2007. The Final SEIS is still
under review and is expected to be releasesd May 2008,

APPLICANT: APAC~Southeast, Inc.
William Miller
1451 Myrtie Street
Sarasota, FL 34234

WATERWAY & LOCATICN: The geographic boundary o
County Lake Belt Area is defined by Florida ‘tatute 3?3.424% and
consists of everglades type wetlands immediat t

Conservation 3B and the Everglades National d
Urban Develcpment Boundary in northwest Miami-Dade County.

The proposed project modification is specifically located in
waters of the Inited States in the following two areas:
1. bex
mile to the
Tely
52 8 ng
Dade County, Fiorida.
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LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude 25.815% North
Longitude 80.406° West
Latitude 25.831° North
Longitude 80.439° West
PURPCSE: To operate limerock mines,

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to modify an existing
permit for limercck mining within the Lake Belt region. The
current permit authorizes wetland f£ill and limerock excavation
irn freshwater wetlands, a portion of which has already peen
either mined or filled/disturbed in preparation of mining; 340
acres remalins under the existing permits. The propossad

modification would expand the mining to an additional 410 acres.
Upen completion of the mining activities, there will be a total
conversion of the physical substrate within the mining footprint
from wetland to deep lakes with 100-foot littoral shelves along
the parimeter. In addition to creation of the mining lakes
cthemselves, staging areas, work-pads and haul roads, must be
created. Work~pads and haul reoads are limerock material vlaced
on the muck or they are exposed limerock. Rock mining is a
multi-phase process; at ths beginning of m%nluq, the vegetation
is removed and the muck ig stockpiled on other areas of muck.
j ; i for avation down to a depth of
The rock is removed by
the rock on work-pads. The
the 1 o re
the m g, To
1 shs abitat,
shelf
speci




Programmatic 2I5 iasued in 2000 and wvalidated in the previously
released SEIS, the Lake Belt regil ‘n habitat guality
from wet prairie to dense melaleuca.
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ERED SPECIES: The Corps has determined the prop d
T m affect, but is not likeiy to adversel £

erned esastern indigec snake (Drymarchon corais)
not have any designated critical habitat. The CTorps w
request Fish and Wildlife's concurrence with this dete ati
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separa
ietter.
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The Corps has determined the proposal may affect the endangered
wood stork fMycﬁerfa Americana), which deoes noct have any
designated critical habitaﬁ. The Corps will request initiation
of formal consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Zervice
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered SpGC1es Act by separate
ietter.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT ({(EFH): This notice initiates
consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service on EFH
as reguired by the Magnuson—-Stevens Fishery Conservation and

Management Act 19%€. The proposal would impact approximately

d

410 acres of melaleuca invaded paliustrine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by v 1L t D@Ra@id shrimp

n the proposed action
ct on EEFH or Federally
rRegion. Our final

and the need for

complex. OCur initis
woitld not have a su
manages fisheries 1
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igation measures 13

T |
\_,g_CCz_L;
2
S U4
P |
LU

[
By




proposed action with Federally Recognized Tribes, the State
Historical Preservation Office, and the Adviscry Council on
Historic Praservation by separate leltter.

MITIGATION: In 1999, the Florida Legislature established a
mitigation fee on each ton of limerock and sand scld from the
Miami~Dade County Lake Belt Area. The purpose of this fee is to
provide for the mitigation of wetland resources lest to minin
activities within this area. The Legislature found that the
impact of rock miming could pest be offset by the implementation
of a comprehensive mitigaticn plan, as recommendsed in The 1998
Progzesg Report to the Florida Legislature by the Miami-Dade
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nty Lake Belt Plan Implementaticn Committee. Legislation was
adcﬁted in s, 373.414%9(1y, Florida Statutes (F.S8.), authorizing
the mitigation fee and governing its use. The mitigation fee
pecame effective on Cctober 1, 1989. The fee applies to raw,

processed, or manufactured lime atune, cement, and concrete

products. The mitigation fee is ceollected by the Florida
epartment of Revenue and deposited to a trust fund at the South
Florida Water Management District (3FWMD). An interagency

committes, referred to as the Lake Eelt %Ltzgation Commitiee
{Committee), must approve expenditures from the trust fund.
Aaditional information on the Miami-Dade County Lake Belt Plan

Emmlementatisn Coemmittes, including coplies of the Plan, Annual
Frogress Reports and Techni 24 : i the web
site ﬁtip:{ﬁwmg gfwmd. ’ : ml.
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If vou have any questions concerning this application, vou mav
contact Leah A, Oberlin at the letterhead address, by electronic
maill at Leah.&.Cberlir ace.a ‘ by fax at 5H€1-626-6371,
or by telephone at 561 Z2=-350C¢.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: T

he Corps will comnsider the information
in the 3BI3, Final SEIS, comments on those documentits, comments
onn this public notice in the evaiuation of the probkable impact
to the associasted weltlands to defermine whether to issus,
modify, condition or deny permits related to mining activities

within the areas described as mining by the encleosed drawing.
This will aiso be based on an analysis of the appliicant's
avoldance and minimizaticon effeorts for the proiect, as well as
the compensatory mitigation proposed.
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