DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF
Palm Beach Gardens
Fegulatory Office

PUBLIC NOTICE

=g Ay

Permit Application No. SAJ-2000-Z346(IP~LAO)

TO OWHCOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received several
applications for Department of the Army (DA} permits pursuant to
tien 404 of the Clean Water Act ({33 U.S.C. §1244;. One of

Sec
these applications 1s for a new limerock mine and the others are
for an expansion of limerock mining at existing mining locations

within the Lake Regicon in north-west Mlami Dade County as
described below. The project locations and accompanying
drawings encompass & mix of a) lands previously mined, b]
previously authorized, but not yet mined, <) expamded Cr new
mining areas., Due to the proximity of the individual compan
activities to each other, the evaluation of =ach iﬂleldUal
request 1s interrelated to cther reguests. The U.Z3, Army Corps
of Engineers (Corps; is issuling separate public notices to
facilitate the public’s ability fo review the specific

haracteristics for each proposed proiject. However, the Corps
evaluation of the projects will regulre a comprehensive
treatment of the factors considered by the Corps in its
evaluation. As such, where appropriate, comments submitted under
any single public notice that are not site specific to a single
mine will be applied teo all ¢f the proposed Lake Belt mine
eXpansions.
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District of Florida) with a Federal District Court decision
being delivered in March 2006. That decision found in favor of
the Plaintiffis., The Corps committed to conducting a
Suprlemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) on the
mining, a8 well as reinitiatiocon of consultation on the federally
listed wood stork. The U.3. Fish and Wildiife Service provided
a Biclogical Opinion for the wood stork for the 2002 permits in
Rugust 2006, On July 13, 2007, the Court’'s Crder Supplementing
£TF

the Court’s Order of March 22, zZ006, was issued. This order
substituted & plaintiff proposed 60-day setback line for mining
within the vicinity of Miami-Dade County’s Northwest Wellfield,
which is locvated within Lake B@iv, until completicn of the SEIS.
As such, the Court’s Crder has affected minima within this
expanded setbhack zone. The Corps has prepared, released, and
chtained comments on a Draft Supplemental Envireonmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) dated August 2007. The Final 3SEIS is still
P
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under review and is expected to be released May 0g.

L

M
]

[xS]
Cr

APPLICANT: White Rock Quarries
c/o Vecellio & Grogan, Inc.
James M. Hurley, IV, President, Quarries
101 Sansbury Way
West Palm Beach, FL 33411

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The gecographic boundary ©f the Miami-Dade
County Lake Belt Area ils defined by Florida 3Statute 372.4249 and
consists of everglades type wetlands immediately sast of Water
Conservation 3B and the Everglades National Fark and west of the
Urban Development Boundary in northwest Miami-Dade County.

The proposed project modification is ily lccated in
waters of tThe Unilted States at the norith ntersection of NY
58" Street and Florida’s Turnpike (Section 13, Township 53

outh, Range 3% East), within the Laxe Bellt regicn in Miami-Dade
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PROPOSED WORK: The apmiicant propeses to modify an existing
permit for limercck mining within the Lake Belt region., The
current permit authorizes wetliand £ill and limerock excavation
in freshwater wetlands, & portion of which has already been
either mined or filled/disturbed in preparation of mining; 70
acres remalins under Lhe exlisting permits. The proposed

modification would expand the mining to an additional 40 acres.
Upen completion ¢f the mining activities, there will be a total
conversion of the physical substrate within the mining footprint
from wetland tc deep lakes with 100-foot littoral shelves along
the perimeter. In addition to creaticn of the mining lakes
themselves, staging areas, work-pads and haul roads, must be
created. Work-pads and haul roads are limesrock material placed
ot the muck or they are exposed limerock. Rock mining is a
multi-phase process; at the beginning of mining, the vegetation
is removed and the muck 1s stockpiled on other areas of muck.
The rock is then fractured for excavaticon down to a depth of
approximately 80 feet by blasting. The rock ls removed by

«£3

draglines, which temporarily windrow the rock on work-pads. The
i00-feot wide limerock shelves along the lake perimeter are
converted to litteral shelves after the mining is complete. To
improve the viability of the ilittoral shelf and wetland habitat,

muck 1s placed back on the limercck shelf and the area is
allowed to naturally recrult native speclises.

EXTSTING CONDITIONS: The Lake Belt Region itsell can

into the Pennsuco Wetlands on the west between the L

and the Dade-Broward Levee and the area where mining ocours

which lies bestween the Dade-Broward Levee and the Urban

Development Boundary. The Lake Belt Reglon is bounded on the

east and south by residentlal development and is bounded on all
Ls s B

sides Dy canals which separate 1t from the Everglades. Based on
the habitat survey of the area completed £ ti Final
Programmatic EBIS issu iy 2000 and j 151y
released SEIS, : Belt region %
from wet pralrie to dense melaleuca.
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pursuant
letter.

The Corps has determined the proposal may affect the endangered
wood stork (Mycteria Americana), which does not have any
designated critical habitat. The Corps will request initiation
of formal consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Zervice
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate
letter.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH;: This notice initiates
consultation with the National Mari

[
as reguired by the Magnuson-Steven ighery Conservatlion and
Management Act 13%¢. The prcmﬂsal would impact approximately 40
acres of melaleuca invaded palustrine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by various life stages of penaelid snrimp
complex. OCur initial determination is that the proposed action
would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally
managed fisheries in the South Atlantic Region. Our final
determination relative to project impacts and the need for
mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

t
Fisheries Service ¢n EFH
3
I
.

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOURCES: Presently unknown archecl
scientific, prehistorical, cor historical date may be 1
destroyed by the work to be accomplished. Based on the
Florida Master Site File data from the Florida Division
Historical Resocurces, there are no sites that have been
identified within the project area. There are no sites wit
the project area that are listed on the national Register
Historic Places. Because the pro%ect as proposad may have
potential to adversely affect unknown sites, the Cor :
coordinate the propocsed action wi i
the State His orlcal Preservation Office, and the Advisory
i toric Preservation by separate
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The fee applies to raw,
o cement, and concrete
pr c :cted by the Florida
Depart Lo & trust fund at the South
Fiorida Water Management District (SFWMD). An interagency
commitiee, referred to as the Lake Belt Mitigation Committee
{(Committee}, must approve expenditures from the trust fund.
Additional information on the Miami-Dade Count ty Lake RBelt Plan
Implementation Committee, including copies of the Plan, Annual
Progress Repcorts and Technical Reports, is va%lamle &E the web
site htip://www.sfwnmd.gov/org/pld/prosd/lakebelt/in

NOTE: This puplic notice is being issued based on information
furnished by the applicant. This informaticn has not been
verified. The jurisdictional line has not been verified by
Corps perscnnel.

er Quality Certification

at
rtment oF Environmental

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: W
may be reguired from the Florida Depa
Protection.

COMMENTZ: The Corps is solic ng comments from the pu Lic,
Indian T?lbes, Fedexral, gtate, and local agencies and officials
and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments submitted to
the Corps will be considered by the Corps to determine whether
to issue, nmodify, condition or deny a permit. Comments regarding
the application should be submitted in writing to the District
Engineer at the above address within 30 days from the date of
i tice
concerning this application, you may
t the letterhead address, by elsctronic
soe. i by fax at 561-626-6%71,
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File # SAJ-2000-2346(IP-LAO)
Drawing # _1 _of §

LOCATION MAP

White Rock Quarries South
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