DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALN BEAGH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TG
ATTENTION OF

. . .
Falm Beach Gardens v
Regulatory Cffice

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Applicaticon No. SAJ-Z2000-ZZ87 (IP-LAU;

TO WHCOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has re ce¢ved several
applications for Department of the Army (DA) permits pursuant to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act | 3.C. €L3%4}. Cne of
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these applications is for a new limerock mine and the others are
for an expansicn of limerock mining existing mining locations
within the Lake Regicn in north-west Miami Dade County as
described below. The project locations and accompanying
drawings encompass a mix of a) lands previously mined, b)
previcusly authorized, but not yet mined, <) expanded or new
mining areas. Due to the proximity c¢f the individual companies’
activities to each other, the evaluation of each individual
request is interrelated to other reguests. The U.5. Army Corps
of Engineers (Corps) ig ilssuing separate public notices to
cilitate the public’s ability to review the specific
characteristics for each proposed prolect. However, the Corps
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evaluation of the proiects will reguire a comprehensiv
treatment of the factors considered by the Corps in its
evaluation. As such, where appropriate, comments submitted undex
any single public notice that are not site specific to a single
mine will be applied o all of the proposed Lake Belt mine
expansions.
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District of Florida) with a Federal District Court descision
peing celivered in March 2006. That decision found in faver of
the Plaintiffs. The Corps commizied to conducting a
Supplemental Environmental Impach Stateament (SEIS) on the
mining, as well as reinitiation of conmsultation on ﬁae Federal
listed wood stork. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided
a Biolegical Opinion for the weood stork for the 2002 permits in
August 2Z006. On July 132, 2007, the Court’s Crder Supplementing
the Court's Crder of March 22, 20086, was issued. This order

substitut

ed a plaintiff proposed 60-day setback line for mining
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within the viginity of Miami-Dade Countvy’'s Northwest Wellifield,
which is lccated within Lake Belt, until completion of the SEIS,.
As such, the Court’s Order has affected mining within this
expanded setback zone. The Corps has prepared, released, and
ohtained commenits on a Rraft Supplemental Envirconmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) dated August 2007. The Final SEIS is still

under review and is expected to be released

AFPPLICANT: Tarmag America, LLC
Albert W. Townsend
Director of Real Estate
455 Falrway Drive
Deerfield Beach, FL 323441
WATERWAY & LOCATION: The geog

County Lake Belt Area is defined by

May 2002,

raphic boundary of the Miami-Dade
Florida Statute 373.

consists of everglades type wetlands immediately esast of Water

Censervation 3B and the Everglades National Park and west of the
Urban Develcopment Boundary in northwest Miami-Dade Countvy.
The proposed proijsct modification is spec if ically lccated in
waters of the United States between NW 74" and NW 130" Street -
west of the Florida's Turnpike (Section 26-28, 33—55, Township
52 Scuth, Range 389 East, Secticn 1, 3, 10, Township 53 South,
Rangs 2% Easti, within the Lake Belt region in Miami-Dade
County, Florida.
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PURPOSE: To operate limerock mines.

FRCPCSED WCRK: The applicant proposes to modify an existing
cermit for limerock mining within the Lake Belt region. The
current permit authorizes wetland £ill and limerock excavation
in freshwater wetlands, a portion of which has already been
either mined or filled/disturbed in preparation of mining; 810

BUTES f@ma?ns under the existing permits. The proposed
modification would expand the mining to an additiocnal 1170

acres. Upon completion of the mining activities, there will be a
total conversion of the physical substrate within the mining
footprint from wetland fo deep lakes with 100-foot littoral
shelves along the perimeter. In addition to creation of the
mining lakes themselves, staging areas, work-pads and haul
roads, nust be created. Work-pads and haul roads are limerock
material placed on the muck or they are exposed limerock. Rock
mining is a multi-phase process; at the beginning of mining, the
vegetation is remcoved and the muck is stockpiled on other areas
of muck. The rock 1s then fractured for excavation down to a
depth of approximately 8O feat by blasting. The rcck is removed
by draglines, which temporarily windrow the rock on work-pads.
The 100-foot wide limerock sh along the lake perimeter are

o
s
3 =
0

converted to littoral shelives afiter the mining is complete. To
improve the viability of th tttoral shelf and wetland napitat,
muck is placed back on the limercck shelf and the arvea is
allowed te naturally recrult Tive species.

FAISTING CONDIT The Lake Belt Reglon itself can be dividad
intco the Fennsuc ‘etlands on the west petween the L-30 Canal
and the Dade-Broward Levee and the area where mining occurs
wnich lies between the Dade-Broward Levees and the Urban
Development Boundary. The Lake Belt Reglon 1s bounded on the
aast and soun : elopment and is bounded on all
sides by can the Everglades. Based on
h abzitat = el of the Final

Pr anm : i

&
s}
N S

t
0]
m
[




ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Corps has determined the proposed
oroject may affect, but is not likely to adversely zfifect the
threatened eastern indige snake (Drymarchon corals) which does
nct have any d%ﬁlgn&ted critical hapitat. The Corps wilil
reguest Fish and Wiidiife's concurrence with this determination
vursuant to Section 7 of the Endancered Species Act by separate
ietter.

has determined the proposal may affect the endangered
rk (Mycteria Americana), wihich does not have any
ed critical habitat. The Corps will reguest initiation
i consultation with the Fish and Wildlife SBervice
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to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate
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ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT {EFH:: This notice initiates
consultaticon with the Natiocnal Marine Fisheries Service cn EFH
as reguired b e Magnuscn-Stevens Filshery Conservation and
Management Act 19%6. The proposal would impact approximately
1170 acres cof melaleuca invaded palustrine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by variocus life stages of penaeld shrimp
complex. Our initial determination is that the proposed action
would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federalliy
managed fisheries in the Scuth Atiantic Regicn. Qur final
determination relative to project impacts and the need for
mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.
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IMPACT ON L I, RESCURCES: Presently unknown archeclogical,
scientiflic, prehistorical, or historical date mav be lost orx
destroved by the work to be accomplished. Based on the 2007
Florida Master Sifte File da from the Fior I of
Historical Resources, there *
identified within the proiec
the grotect area that are 1is

storic Places. Bsecause
potrential Lo adversely affe
coordinate the proposed act

State St@;i@él Prager
ncil on Historic FPre=ssry
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impact of rock mining could best be offset by & ration
of a comprehensive mitigation plan, as recommended in the 19398
Progress Report to the Florida Legislature by the Miami-Dade
County Lake Belt Plan Implementation Committee. Legislation was
adopted in s. 373.4149%9(1;, Florida Statutes (F.S5.), authorizing
the mitigation fee and governing its use. The mitigation fee
pecame aeffective on October 1, 1885, The fes applles to raw,
processed, or manufactured limestone, cement, and concrete
products. The mitigation fee is collected by the Florida
Department of Revenue and deposited to a trust fund at the South
Florida Water Management District (SFEMD). An interagency
committes, referred to as the Lake Belt Mitigation Committee
{Comﬁ Ttea), nust approve expenditures from the trust fund.

dditional information on the Miami-Dade Ccounty Lake Belt Pla
Implementat¢en Committee, including copiles of the Plan, AnudaL
Progress Reports and Technical Reports, is avallable at the web

RN R £ 3 G 2 %
l.gov/org/pld/proi/lakebelt/index. Diml.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information

furnished by the applicant. This information has not been
verified. The Jurisdictional line has not been verified by
Corps personnel.,

AUTHCRIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification
may be required from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection.

The Corps iz scliciting comments from the public,

bes, Federal, EBtate, and local agencles and offi c@a$s
and interested parties in order to consider and evaluats
the s of this propesed activity. Any comments submivied to
Lhe will be considered by the Corps to determine whebther
to modify, conditicn or deny a permit. Comments regarding
the cation should be submitted in writing to the Distriot
Eng £ above address within 30 days from the date of
thi e,
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US Army Corps
of Engjlreers,

File # SAJ-2000-2287(1P-LAO)
Drawing # _1 of 8

LOCATION MAP

Tarmac America

February 2007 Lakes
Parmit Modification

2002 Parmit
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