DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410

REPLY TQ
ATTENTION OF

Palm Beach Gardens
Regulatory Office
PUBLIC NOTICE
Permit Application Ne. 8SAJ-2 —Z2B4 [IP-LAC)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received saveral
appilcations for Department of the Army (DA) permits pursuant to
Section 404 ¢f the Clean Water Act {33 U.S.C. §1344). Cne of
these applications is for a new limerock mine and the others are
for an expansion c¢f limerock mining at existing mining locations
within the Lake Region in north-west Miami Dade Ccocunty as
descrived below. The proiject locations and accompanying
avawzﬁgs encompass & mix of a) lands previcusly mined, b
crevicusly authorized, but not yet mined, ¢) expanded or new
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1ﬁ;ng areas. Due to the proximity of the individual companies’
activities to each other, the evaluation of each individuasl
reguest 1s interrelated to other reguests. The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (Ccrps) 1s issuing separate public notices to
facilitate the public’s ability to review the specific
characteristics for each proposed project. However, the Corps
evaluation of the projects will reguire a comprehensive
treatment of the factors considered by the Corps in its
svaiuvation. As such, whe?e appropriate, comments submitted under
g not £ r ot site specific fto a single
L d T roposed Lake Belt mine

ieted a Pro

ating prono

Pilan. The L
the State

Py

3

3
fote
b

® o

[Ee)

; .
e 10D oro
o LU IO
- o A Mo

fed s
LY S, edu
S We2EU O

P

(B3 5 U

ooy )

Srad L




Digtrict of Florida) with a Federal District Court declsion
veing delivered in March 2006. That decision found in faver of
the Plaintiffs. The Corps committed to conducting &
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SELS) on the
mining, as well as reinitiation of consultation on the faderally
listed wood stork. The U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service provided
a Biclogical Opinion for the wood stork for the 2002 permits in
August 2006. On July 13, 2007, the Court’s Oxder Supplementing
the Court’'s Order of March 22, 2006, was issued. This order
substituted & plaintiff proposed 60-day setback line for mining
within the vicinity of Miami-Dade County’s Northwest Wellifleld,
which is located within Lake Belt, until completion c¢f the SEIS.
As such, the Court’s Order has affected mining within this
expanded setback zone. The Corps has prepared, released, and

{

cbtained comments on a Draft Supplemental Environ mtntal Inpact
. EEREE

Statement (SEIS) dated August 2007. The Final 5B is still
under review and is expected to be released May 4008.

APPLICANT: White Rock Quarries
c/o James M. Hurley, IV, President, Quarries
Vecelio & Grogan, Inc
101 Sansbury’s Way
West Palm Beacgh, FL 33411

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The gecgraphic boundary of the Vlamw~bage

ounty Lake Belt Area is defined by Florida Statute 373.4249 and
consists of everglades type wetlands immediately east of Watex
Conservation 3B and the Everglades Naticnal Park and west of the
Urpan Development Roundary in northwest Miami-Dade County.

cposad p t modification is specifically located in
and w £ the United States bebtween Okeechobes Road
uth, roward/Dade County Border to the north, and
Turn o the east {(Zections i, 2, and 11-13,
52 8 Range 3% Fast and Sections 4-2 and 18-19,
52 S« Range 49 East), within the Lake Belt region
Dade County, Florida.
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PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to modify an existing
permit for limerock mining within the Lake Bels region. The
current permit authorizes wetland fill and limercck excavation
in freshwater wetlands, a portion of which has already been
either mined or filled/disturbed in preparation of mining; 650
dcres remains under the existing permits. The preposed
modification would expand the mining to an additional 18230
acres. Upon completion of the mining activities, there will be a
total conversion of the physical substrate within rhe mining
footprint from wetland to deep lakes with 100-foot littoral
shelves along the perimeter. In addition to creation of the
mining lakes themselves, staging areas, work—pads and haul
roads, must be created. Work-pads and haul roads are limerock
material placed on the muck or they are exposed ilmerock. Rock
mining is a multi-phase process; at the beginning of mining, the
vegetation is removed and the muck is stockpiled on other areas
of muck. The rock is then fractured for excavation down to &

depith of apprcy*mate?y 80 feet by blasting. The rock is removed
by draglines, which temporarily windrow the reock en work-pads.
The 10C0-foot wide limercck shelves along the lake perimeter are
converted o littoral shelves after the mining is complete. To
viability of the iittoral shelf and wetland habitat,
placed back on the limerock shelf and the areaz is
turally recruit native species.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Lake Belt Region itself can be divided
into the Pennsuco Wetlands on the west between the L-30 Canal
and the Dade-Broward Levee and the area where mining cocours
which lies bhetween th@ aadewarowa?ﬁ Levee and the Urbkan
Cevelopment Boundary. The Lake Belir REegion is bounded on the
cast and south by residentizl ueqé¢bpw 2nt and is bounded on all
sides by canals which separate it from the Bverglades. Based on
the habitat survey of the area compket:& as part of the Final
Frogrammatic EIS issued in 2000 and validated in the pDreviously
released SEIS, the Lake Belt region varies in habitar quality
from wet pralrie to dense melaleucs,
habita the
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fhreatened eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon coralsy which dogs
not have any designated critical hablitat. The Corps will
reguest Fish and Wildlife's concurrence with tnis determination
pursuant to Section 7 ¢f the Endangered Specles Aot by separate
laettear.

The Corps has determined the propesal may affect the endangerad
wood stork (Mvcteria imericana), which does not have any
designated critical habitat. The Corps will reguest initiatiocn
of formal consultation with the Fish and Wildiife Service
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate

letter.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): Trhis notice initiates
consultation with the Naticnal Marine Fisheries Service on EFH
as reguired by the Magnuson-3Stevens Tishery Conservation and
Management Act 18%6. The proposal would impact approximately
<880 acres of melaleuca invaded palustrine emergent and forested
wetlands utilized by varicus life stages of penaeid shrimp
complex. Our initial determination is that the proposed action
would not have a substantial adverse ilmpact on EFH or Federally
managed fisheries in the South Atlantic Region. Our final
determination relative to project impacts and the need Lor
mitigation measures 18 subject to review by and coordination
ith the National Marine Fisheries Service.

<

TMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOQURCES: Presently unknown archeclogical,
scientific, prehistorical, or historical date may be lost or
destroved by the work to be accomplished. Based on the 2007
Florida Master Site File data from the Florida Division of
Historical Resources, there are TwWo S1Tes, DA5G17 and DADRSLS,
hoth of which have been identified as ‘specialized gites for the
procurement of raw materiale’ within the project area. Heither
of thase sites are entl 4 on the National Register of
Higtoric Flaces. Be & as proposed may have the
potential to advers wn and unknown =ites, the
Corps wi coordina tion with bFederally

Reoo Tribes, 4l Praservation Office, and
the Counci ervation oy ssparate
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of & comprehensive mitigation plan, as recommended in the 1898
Progress Report to the Florida Legislature by the Miami-Dad
County Lake Belt Plan Implementation Committee. Legislation was
adopted in 8. 373.4149(1), Florida Statutes {8.3.), authorizing
the mitigation fee and governing its usa. The mitigation fee
became effective on COctckher 1, 1899, The fae applies ©o raw,
processed, or manufactured limestone, cament, and concrete
products. The mitigation fee is collected by the Florida
pepartment of Revenue and deposited to a trust fund at the Sourh
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD). An interagency
coemmlittee, referred to as the Lake 3Belt Mitigation Committes
(Committea}, must approve expenditukes from the trust fund.
Additicnal information on the Miami-Dade Count v Lake Belt Plan
Implementation Committee, including copies of the Plan, Annual
Pfogress Reports and Technical R@cﬂrts, is available at the web
site ! Siwww . sEund. gov/org/pld/prod/lakepelt /index. html .

NOTE: This public notice is b g

furnished by the applicant. This information has not been
verified. The jurisdictional line has not been verified by
Corps personnel.
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@ing lssued based on information
Fot

AUTHCRIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification
may be required from the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and/or one of the state Water Maragement Districts.
COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public,
indian Tribes, Federal, Sbaue, and local agencies and officials
and other interested parties in order to consider and evaiuat
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments submitte
the Corps will be ccrszqera” by the Corps to determine wheath
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White Rock Quarries
February 2007 Lakes
Farmit Modifination
200 Permit
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